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Advisory Committee

The Staff of the Day School and Research Pro-
gram are assisted in its plannlng by an advisory -
cotnmnittee of: .

Dr. John A. Anderson,
Department of Pediatrics, Umversﬂ;y Hospxtal
Miss Beatrice Bernhagen,
Ramsey County welfare Board
Miss valborg Birkeness,
St. Paul Board of Education
Mr. Edwin P. Bradley,
Community Welfare Council of Hennepin County
Mrs. Evelyn Deno, -
Institute of Child Welfare, University of ane—
sota .
Mr. T. C. Engum,
~ Minnesota Department of Edncation
- M. Manford Hall, -
Hennepin County Welfare Board
Mr. A. T. Heggérston,
Minneapolis Public Schools
Dr. Sarah . Holbrook, .
Minneapolis Public Schools
Dr. Reynold Jensen,
Department of Psychiatry and Pediairies,
University Hospital
Mrs. Miriam Karlins,
volunteer Services, State of anesota
Mr. Arthur Iewis,
- Minneapolis Public Schoeols
Mr, Frank E. Monson,
Minneapolis Association for Retarded cmldren '
Miss Florence Osborne,
Greater St. Paul Commumty Chest and COIJIIC]J.
Mrs. Letha Patterson,
St Paul Association for Retarded Children
Dr. Maynard Reynolds,
Psychoeducational Clinic, University of Min
nesotz
Mr. Edward Schimmele,
Minneapolis Public Schools
Mr. Wilco B. Schoenbohm,
Minnesota Society for Crippled Ch.\ldren and
Adults
Miss Mayme Schow,
Minnesota Department of Bducation
Dr. Helen starr,
Minneapolls Public Schools

Miss Mildred 'Thomson, . ~
Supervisor, Sectmn for Mentally Defiment or
Epileptic . . .
Dr. Robert Wirt,
Institute of Child Welfa:e Unlvers:,ty of Mm-
nesocta T

Dr. V. R. Zarling,

Medical Arts Bnilding, aneapolls

Board of D1rectc;rs

The Board of nirecmrs of- The Sﬁeiteﬁng AFmS
is composed -of thirty Wwonen ﬁft‘éen “from “gt.
Paul and fifteen from Mmﬂeﬁpolﬂ Gfticers of
the board &re -

Presuient ' .

Mrs. Harold E. Blodgett, St. Paul
15t vice President:

Mrs. Cecil Read, 5t. Paul
2nd vice President:

Mrs. Thebdore P. Burton, aneapolis
3rd vice Presment

Mrs. Katherine B, Warner, Wayzata
Recording Secretary:

Mrs. J. M. \'P.roddhead aneapolis

Mrs. W E. Blackmar, aneapolis
Mrs. Kenneth Brill, st. Paiil -

Mrs. David E. anson, Mlnneapohs
Mrs. Cyrus P, Brown, St Paudl

Mrs. Mary Bu.lkley Minreapolis
Mrs.‘,Beaiamin G. Griggs St. Panl
Mrs, (harles L. ‘Hairis, Minneapotis
Mis. A; Sheffield Jaffray, Minneapolis
Mrs. .N_onnan Johnson, Minkeapolis
Mrs. Roger 8. Kenhedy, Jr., $t. Paol
Mrs. Robert S, Kinkead, &t Paul .
Mrs. Drake Lighitner, White Bear Lake
Mrs. Joseph M. Little, St. Paul -
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_ The .
Sheltenng

Arms

for

Sheitenng Arms, with its modest endowmeni';"‘ﬂed
_ceived from bequests atid: g:fts of frignds, thmugh

{
g d
as,.28: well a5 othér chantable organi-
*gatlons, ﬁbé fniterested to. help. further cau-y !
: on thlS fnost Wvbﬂhy prcuect. :
T ) ?W



=

A bay S_cho’ol‘ and Research Progi

The challenge of meeiing new community
problems as they develop, even thongh it means
a complete change in program direction, is one
that faces many agencies. When Sheltering Arms
began operation this month as 4 day school and
research center for mentally retarded children
from the ‘Twin Cily area, ik gave evidence of its
continued desire to provide effective service.
For the third time in its history, the 73-year-old
institution had changed its emphasis- to meet
what had now become & more pressi.ng yroblem.

In 1882 Sheltering Arms was’ founded ‘as’ a

home for orphans and destitute children. -As the -

. need for this type of cere diminished, Rheltering
. --Arms . turned to. & new community problem, In
. 1942, it-beecame & licensed'and ageredited 49-bed
. hospital for the -edre” and“tréatment of children
. with polmmelms ‘When the need for this type

Cof facility lessened, the board of directors of

Sheltering Arms asked various organizations in
Minneapolis end St. Paul for suggestions as to
how the institution could best be used in the
field of child welfare. The establishment of two
training classes for Group II children {severely
retarded with 1.G.7s below 50) and one for Group
1 children (retarded with L.Q.’s between 50 and
80) is based on the recommendations of these
Inany community groups.

- Throughout its 1ong history, Shelicring Arms,
4330 Wwest River Road, Mianeapolis, has been
supported by charitable gifts and endowments.
It has been operated withont discrimipation as to
race, creed, or color under the auspices of the
Episcopal Church. A survey condudied earlier
this year by the Community Welfare Council,
Minneapolis, and its committee on mentally re-
tarded under the chairmanship of Dr. Maynard C.
Reynolds, pointed up the need for an adequate
facility for program, evaluation, and traininge.
The board of directors.of this Twin. City institu-
tion, ‘with Mrs. ‘Harold E. Blodgett, SL- Paily as
president, accepied the recommendations o; the
study committee of the family and child welfare
division of the Community Welfare Council. The
result was that sheltering Arms terminated its
operation as a poliomyelitis hospital on May 1.
It opened its .doors to 38 mentally reterded chil-
drer as a day scheool and research cenfer on
September 7.

C. Reynolds, d]:ecbor psycho—educmﬂnal clinie,
f th

. study -départment, ﬁlnneapéhs Pphig S&:ﬁools

Program director for. the new center is D,
Harriet Blodgett, who -will also: b¢ in charge-of
the diagnostic clinidal.serwices. Jolin’ W. Gtegg
continues as business, admmstrato :
tution. Otker staff mehilbe
ers, Lois Swa,xman Grace Aifa
Knutson; and Josephine Poekler _.medmﬂ swla.l _
worker. A volunieer service. prcgram, with Mrs.
George Prest, St. 9au1 as chalrman, is bemg
developed., SRT )

A - four-member tec}i;iical aﬁnsory coiimittee
will assist the Sheltering Armsboard of directors
in program developrient. Théy are: Di: Maynard

Dr. Jokn Andersuzm head
pediatrics, "Mrs. Evelyn 1}
Weélfere,  all of the Univers
Dr. Sarah .Holbmak-,--.- #ni

Al adv;sor:.r group of appronmat’

tarded ch.l.ldnén Smce Sheltermg Arm's is loﬁated
in Minneapolis, the teacher.center is being con-
ducted in cooperatlon with the aneapblis

: g; : : ‘ V ;
available in the regular puhhc Sschosl Drogram,
mnsmrtahon to and from the eesiter is by pub-
lic school bus. ‘Children-frem other communities
are admiited, with reimbufsement by ihe refer-
ring city for its share of instructional costs, The
facility will operate as a day center during the
school year bit fiture pians iy indlude devel-
opment df 8 remdent.xal umt a.nd 2 ‘Surhiner pro-

Adnus"”m,l 15 resmcted to chlldren belween

‘ are admiti:.ed bnly after psycholpgicalwanﬁ@m

cal examinations, with apprmza.l of. appucatwns

_ by .the state-supervisor. of, special nigsses Re-

search, comprehensive evaluatien of the total
family situation, apd professional training fund-
tions are given primary place in the program,



ram for Mentally -Refarded Clgildren'

according to Dr. Blodgett, but a core service
program for retarded childiet-ig.the isls of the
service. Parent -coutiseling; individualiy and in
groups, is ap essential part of the new pmgrm

n the establistiment of Group jid c saes
gheltering Arms recognizes that there" 1§ not
enough classroom spece availéhle to feét the
needs of these children. Since many parents afe

_ reluctant to plage children in peed of such trajn-

. ing in institutions, even when space bécomes

. 'avallable, a ‘facus of the centér will be to at-
‘tempt” to ﬁnd out -whether such ch.llﬂren can gel
& good-life ' eXperietice. '@t Wome: Some of the
- guestions the staff will- attemap! to answer are
" -what -kinds of clnldren will beneflr. mpst and
- what ‘are someof the factors of stceess in teagir
- ing -them: Dr.’ :Blodgett points. out : that‘. to ;.md
the answers Wwill require the active’ cooperat.ien
of the children, their parents, and the vanous
interested commumty groups

Program Director:

The Shelering: ik
Arms- hoard of
directors didnot
have to seek far
for a program
director of the
new day center
for mentally re-
tarded childreii.
The person they
selected was Dr,
Harriei Rlod-
gett, Minnesota-
trained. child
psychologist,
with a back-

mong the first to Welcome Di; Blodgstt was, !\d‘.rs
Harold E.  Blodgett,.st. Paul;: pmaidem‘. of e
poard of directors. Though they Share a common
surneme, they have not found a ¢ommon ances-
tral background.

Hlodgett came o Minnesota in 1940 to
take gradua.te work in thie Institiite of Child wel-
fate at the University of Minnesota. The young
graduate of Tufts Colleze, Medford, Massachu:
setts picked Minnesota on.the advice of Dr,
Leéonard Carmichael, then president of Tufts and
how curator of the Smithsonian Inshtute or.
Carmichael awakened her mterest in child psy-
chology and he strcngiy recommenﬂeﬂ anesot,a
Dr. Blodgelt was born in Lymio'

on September 28, 19189, aud gcii! ', she be;qame - -

tezching  assistant ai the ljmvbtsxty ‘she_ had
known énly New England. Her work .in the past
15 .yeers hes taken her. inta so many parts of
Minnésofa thit she bes seen fore of the State
thar most natives and it takes 2 practwed eay
to detect New England in hier speech. She fravel-
ed more than 20,000 miles iast’ year in conneo-
tion with a genetic research program .cariied on
by the Rochester State’ Hospi She. coyered
even more ground during 1943-48:a8 psychologist
for the purean of Psychological Bervicés, Minne-
sota Department of Welfare.

" Most of her. work during the past- 15 ﬁe‘ars has
been with the Institute of Child Wwelfare. from

which she received her master’s degreé in 1943

and dogctorate. degree in 1953, Her prijary in-
terest has been in the area of.ghildren’s prob- -
lems related to physical, mental ar: emoﬁmlal
conditions ;

br, Blodgebl: has a strong public service drive.
‘When the Mirnesota Depariment ¢f Health began
sponsorship of a series of regwnal mental health
institutes for teachiers in 1950, #he was'a mem-
ber of the team that went ifito-all parts of e
state, The 150 scréening testd “she has given
since 1948 in the selection of children eligible
for the Cerebral Palsy Nurssiy' §chool, ‘Minne~ -
apolis, have largely fitled’ her Eaturda,y mormngs

DS Blodgett is 4 member of the Amencan Psy-
chological Association, the Minnesota Psytho-
logical Association, the Amefictin Society on
Mental Deficiency, apd the’ American Civil
Liberties Union. B

'{R"Primod from Mental Hnni'rh F'rogrcss Vﬁ.l 6, Ne. 7,

Septembe:, 1855, published by the Minnesote Dopuﬂmnt
of Haclth, with paimission of the author, Matie Ford. T



